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treating the country as a friendly buffer-state between British
India and Asiatic Russia.
Nor was this the only place where history was repeating itself
unpleasantly. The Boers, who had been given their independ-
ence in 1853-4 (§ 301), were quite unable to defend themselves
against the Zulus, who were now becoming very active under
their famous chief, Cetewayo. If the Zulus overran the Dutch
republics it would be very difficult to defend the British
colonies from their attacks. Disraeli had long advocated
" drawing closer the bonds of Empire " ; and a High Com-
missioner was sent out to organise a federation of the whole of
South Africa. The first step was the annexation of the Dutch
republics; and this was proclaimed in 1877, coupled with a
promise that the Boers should be given local self-government
in the near future. But the British forces sent out to deal with
the Zulus met with disaster at Isandlwana (1879); and although
Cetewayo was soon afterwards defeated and captured at Ulundij
the prestige of the British army had suffered a good deal in
the eyes of the Boers.
By this time Gladstone had changed his mind about retiring
from politics. A General Election was now in sight, and he
threw down a challenge to the Government by becoming
candidate for Midlothian, which had been a safe Conservative
seat ever since 1832. In the autumn of 1879 ^e went there and
carried on the most famous " campaign " in the history of
British politics, denouncing the Government's policy towards
the Turks, the Afghans, and the Boers in words of passionate
indignation. His speeches, reported in the newspapers, made a
profound impression on public opinion, and at the General
Election of 1880 the Liberals were returned to power with a
majority of 140,

